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&GARDENS
SIMPLY STYLISH

From elegant perl(}d lﬂnks to relahqj,gpastal chic

l

DREAM SCHEMES FOR
BEAUTIFUL BEDROOMS

ENGLISH ROSES TO
DELIGHT THE SENSES

BIG IDEAS IN A
TINY TOWN GARDEN

SHOPPING FOR
THE LATEST
ARMCHAIRS,
COFFEE TABLES’
AND RUGS
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EASY DECORATINGHHATE: & 4
BLENDS INDOORS AND"€




SITTING RO/

The essentially neutral palette sets a formal
torse here with character proviced by the
.'-.-r.il.ll:nrin; i books and artworks, The

sofu genthy diades the space, allowing for

a miore riedaxed seating avea beyond with a
chise longue (lefi), which is beautiflly
complemented by a bespoke bookease.
Fantana coffee table, 52900, Faoly Masching
for Mechiolas Haslam, nicholashaslamezom,
Tonde side table. £129, Swoon Editons
swiraneditions.com. Miro chandeller £2 465
PartaRomana, padtsrcmana com. Trasery rug.
Iroem ], 1/ Dag ey Belly Vesarstles at | e Rug
Company, TheredBormpany, conm
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LONDON REBUILD :

Ageo
clegance

Seemingly endless planning applications,
a dramatic reconfiguration and the
installation of a show-stopping staircase
have all been worth the upheaval in the

case of this undentably stylish townhouse

WOFRDs ARARELLA YOUENS F'HOTOGREAPHE RICHARD POWERS
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LANDING

U of Bl benefits of the new staircase
woas that the Howards were able to featurve
i spacionss Landling on eswh floor, ideal

for displaving favourite pieces of art (left),
Lmbria chair. £1 245 Julizn Chichasten
juliznchichastercom, Cortains, Victoria Smee,
'.-I-:'r:.-! 1ASMESNIEnNorso llk

DINING ROOM

Striking pieces, from the eve-catching
miick-century alian walont cabinet Jhabow’s
to the conmtemporary console table and
decorative mirror (right), introduce a note
o understated glomonr

Harry consaole table. £3 500; madium green
honeycomb glass lamps on brass hazes. £1. 320
pair; Bl Tyson, bysor londor. Molten sculpiures,
from £330 each, Jo Litthefar, pdittietairlondon.cam.
Chandefier in crystal and gilt hmsh 51,755, Brabin
K Fikz, brabdnandite cook, Buffet cabinet, Moriaolk

Diecorative &ntiques, antiquelighimg ook
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SITTING ROOM

"MMixing and matching styles of art and periods
of furmiture ereates o sense of depth and makes a
sehierne look more organic,” savs interior designer
Beberea Hughes, "Bianca Smith’s paintings
Cabowe e ineredibly versatibe as they' ame stromg
bt also quite newtral

Artwaork, Bianca Smith, biancasmithart.com

interior desipn. Rebecca Hughes interiors,
rebeccahughesinteriors.com

STAIRWELL

Behecea worked wath Lanra and Kobert o
tailor the design of the 14 solid glass drop lights,
which are suspended from a ceiling canopy by
Birass chains {l.q:lp-l!x\.]ll.' [LHELEN l'::l|:r fedt

Bespohe celestial pebble lighting, Ochre

achre rat Architect Graemaay Arckatacts,
greewwayarchitects oo uk

KITCHEN

Lavra opted for @ minimalist look (opposite page,
1::]: ri;.:_l'q'], syhvere the irrl::].;‘ulitr Vil n:iIIH of Uhe
book-matched murble splashback provides a
pleasing contrast to the near ste elsesdiere,
Kitehen o Sand Grey and Textured Teak, from
£30.000, Foggenpohl, pogpenpohlcom

LIVING AREA

e end of the kitchen 15 home to a more relacoed
space Cright], “It necded o splash of colour, =0
Bebeeea sugpested the Paul Smith mg,” savs Laiira,
Carnival reg. from £1,055sqg m, Paul Smith at The Rug
Carmpany, tharegoompany com

T8 HeG | JULY 2017

he immaculate interiors of this double-fronted,

mid-19th-century London townhouse are a far ery

from the tired family home that its owners, Laura and

Robert Howard, bought five vears ago, The transfor-

mation is now complete, but it required clear heads
anc brave hearts as everything but the four exterior walls had to be
atripped away to reconfigure the internal space, and the new rooms
painstakingly decorated.

The journey began long before so0 much as a skip could be
brought on site. Planning applications numbering well into double
figures were submuitted for the creation of an additional basement
leved, and the installation of a car-lift and skylights, Such was the
intricacy of the project that, when the builders were finally able to
meove i and start work, Laura and Robert found themselves having
to make dectsions on an almost hourly basis, With busy working
lives to manage at the same time, the couple decided to appoint
mterior designer Rebecca Hughes to help them.

The Incation and design of the existing stairease was an obvious
and immediate problem that they needed to address. Centrally posi-
tioned and badly angled, it failed to link the house m any meaningful
way, 50 the Howards commassioned a replacement structure that
now scales the southern end of the property. Rebecea designed the
non-untform balustrades and convineed Laura that handrails in
andacgue bronee, ned timber, would be mare in keeping with the metal
details vsed elsewhere, 50 now the finished masterpiece lends an
mmpressive air of Enropean elegance to the whole house.

We were going to ask Bebecea to do just two moms,” savs
Laura, “but after T saw what she could create, and how she worked,

it givve me the confidence to ask her to help us with the whole house”
For her part, Rebecea was keen to capitalize on the glamour pro-
vided by the dramatic new spiral staircase and encouraged the
Honwards to eommisgion a final flourish, an eye-catching chandelier
that now hangs from the roof light on the top floor, all the way down
the 3l-foot-deep stairwell,

The new stairease also provided the Howards with the perfect
oppartunity to create a fresh layout for the rooms on each floor.
The previous owners had carved out eight “poky” bedrooms, with
ceiling heights that became increasingly lower, the higher the rooms
were positioned in the house. It was a situation that was of parti-
cular concern to Laura, "I don't like dingy rooms; | much prefer big
spaces,” she explains.

“My original plan was to create three bedrooms 1n all,” she says.
"1 would happily have had a large dormitory al the top of the howse,
but even the architect drew a line at this suggestion as he thought
each of the three rooms would be too big” Advised to consider the
preferences of future owners, Laura and Bobert have dedicated
the first floor of the houge to their own bedroom, bathroom and
dressing room, and ereated two more bedrooins on the floor above
with a further two in the basement.

While Lauras attention was focused on the pest of the house,
Robert’s passion and expertise were channelled into designing
and arranging the avdio-visual entertainment. "As a family, we love
listening to music and watching films,” says Robert, who has created
an acoustically msulated cinema room mn the basement. “The
surround sound is perfectly calibrated, You can turn the volume
right up and vou won't disturh a soul”
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MAIM BEDROOM
b shales |1r=_'r:-:,'a|u] dlifTerent texlures
bed a sense of calm and peace (abov
However, a5 Kebeoes explains, "It i important
o introsduee bolder elemients, sueh as the
distinetive pendant light. to bring definition.”
Trese of Lite on Grey prints, £/50 & par, India
Jane, indiajang.oo, Addison blanket, L1350
Tha Wete Company, thewhitecompanyzom.

MAIN BATHROOM
“1 rmasch Er]l'fl'."l':dll'.r'lﬁ v, says Laviea, s it
was the architect who persumded me to sdd
the hith Jeft s “He was adamant that & maun
bathroom weeds one becanse it provides a
fizcal point for the reon and future owners
of the house might reguire it.”
BEnds i Springtime in Natural,

ar Fare Cloth, chrstop

GUEST BEDROOM

The mid-century-style ceiling light (right) with
gl shades m smoky hises was only possible
to hang because of the room’s ameeing cealing
height. Adding interest to the far wall is a
collection of antigue Spanish mirrors., 1
cxpectlly like them for their uneven forms

= emch one s dilferent,” sivs Rebecea,
Andromeda antique brass chandelier with mised
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SON'S BATHROOM

Lanira chose the wall-linng vanity amit for
its contesnporary good looks and practical
design, with handy shebang and shaver
soickets lindden i the cabimetry (left),
Blind in Deniz in Indsga, £123m. Lea Jofa at
GPE ] Baker, gpjbakercom.

SON'S BEDROOM

Exchevang wallpaper and plaim paimt, Bebeoes
suggrsted that a graffiti artist “tag” the main
wall {below’ with elements that particalarly
resonate with the couple’s teenage son.
Bespoke mural, Grafliti Lite, gratfifilite oo,

Wice Versa linen throw o Coball, 52560, Tha
Conran Shop, comranshon oo wk
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